LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1. 



(currently amended) A compound selected from those of formula (I) : 

R-A-R* (I) 



wherein : 



♦ A represents : 



a ring system of formula (II) : 




X 



Jy (ID 



whoroin • X repr e s e nts oxyg e n, sulphur or nitrog e n or C(H) q (wh e r e in q is 0, 1 or 2) or NRq 
— (whoroin Ro r e pr e s e nts hydrog e n, lin e ar or branch e d (Ci -G ^alkyl, aryl, aryl 
— (G+-G 6)alkyl in which th e alkyl moi e ty is lin e ar or branch e d) or SO3PI1, 

• Y r e pr e s e nts nitrog e n or C(H) q (wh e r e in q is 0, 1 or 2), 

• Z repr e s e nts nitrog e n or C(H) q (wh e r e in q is 0, 1 or 2), 

but X, Y and Z cannot r e pr e s e nt thr ee h e t e ro atoms simultan e ously, 

• B r e pr e s e nts b e nz e n e or pyridin e , 

• the symbol .... m e ans that th e bonds may b e singl e or doubl e , it b e ing und e rstood 
that th e val e ncy of th e atoms is r e sp e ct e d, 

wh e r e in R substitutes the ring B and R 1 substitutes th e ring containing X, Y and Z, or R and R 1 
substitut e th e ring B, 

— a ring system of formula (ID) : 




wherein • X' represents oxyg e n or sulphur or C(H) q (wherein q is 0, 1 or 2), 
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♦ Y f represents C(H) q (wherein q is 0, 1 or 2) or NRq wh e rein Ro is as d e fin e d 
h e r e inb e for e , 

• Z f represents C(H) q (wherein q is 0, 1 or 2) of-NR q wh e r e in Rq is as d e fin e d 
h e r e inb e for e , 



it b e ing und e rstood that, wh e n Y 1 or Z 1 roprosonts a hot e ro atom, tho othor throo variables 
((X*, Z', T) and (X*, Y', T), r e sp e ctiv e ly) cannot r e pr e s e nt a h e t e ro atom, 

• the symbol ™ is as d e fin e d h e r e inb e for e , means that the bonds may be single 
or double, it being understood that the valency of the atoms is respected. 

• B' represents : * benzene, 

* naphthalen e wh e n X', Y f , Z f and T do not simultan e ously 
repr e s e nt C(H)^ (wh e r e in q is 0, 1 or 2), 

♦ or pyridin e wh e n X 1 and T simultaneously repres e nt C(H) q 
(wh e r e in q is 0, 1 or 2), 

wherein R substitutes the ring B' and R' substitutes the ring containing X', Y f , Z' and T\ or 
R and R f substitute the ring B\ 

■ a ring syst e m of formula (IV) : 



• T' represents oxygon or sulphur or C(H) q (wherein q is 0, 1 or 2), 




), 



n 



(IV) 



s e l e ct e d from th e ring systomo (IVa ^)-r 
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(iv a ) (iv b ) (iv c ) (IV d ) 

whoroin • n is an int e gor Guoh that 0 < n < 3, 

• W roprooonto oxyg e n, sulphur or nitrogen, or [C(H)^ P (whoroin q is 0, 1 or 
2, and p is 1 or 2) or NRq wher e in Ro is as d e fin e d h e r e inbefore, 
5 • the symbol .... is as defined hereinb e for e , 



wherein R* substitutes the ring — \ an d R i 



. substitutes one or 

th e oth e r of th e two rings 
— or biph e nyl whoroin R substitut e s on e of th e benz e n e rings and R ! substitut e s th e oth e r, or 
R and R' substitute the sam e b e nz e n e ring, 

it being understood that the ring system[[s]] of formulate]] (fffc (EQ) and (IV) and the 
10 biph e nyl group may be unsubstituted or substituted (in addition to the substituents R and 

R 1 ) by from 1 to 6 radicals, which may be the same or different, selected from Ra, ORa, 
CORa, COORa, OCORa, OS0 2 CF 3 , cyano, nitro and halogen, 

wherein Ra represents hydrogen, unsubstituted or substituted linear or branched 
(Ci-C6)alkyl, unsubstituted or substituted linear or branched (C2-C 6 )alkenyl, unsubstituted 

15 or substituted linear or branched (C2-C6>alkynyl, linear or branched (Ci-C6)polyhaloalkyl, 

unsubstituted or substituted (C3-Cg)cycloalkyl, unsubstituted or substituted 
(C3-C8)cycloalkyl-(Ci-C6)alkyl in which the alkyl group is linear or branched, 
unsubstituted or substituted (C3-Cs)cycloalkenyl, unsubstituted or substituted 
(C3-Cg)cycloalkenyl-(CrC6)alkyl in which the alkyl group is linear or branched, aryl, aryl- 

20 (Ci-C6)alkyl in which the alkyl moiety is linear or branched, aryl-(Ci-C6)alkenyl in which 

the alkenyl moiety is linear or branched, heteroaryl, heteroaryl-(Ci-C6)alkyl in which the 
alkyl moiety is linear or branched, heteroaryl-(Ci-C6)alkenyl in which the alkenyl moiety is 
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linear or branched, unsubstituted or substituted linear or branched (Ci-C6)heterocycloalkyl, 
unsubstituted or substituted heterocycloalkenyl, substituted or unsubstituted 
heterocycloalkyl-(Ci-C6)alkyl in which the alkyl moiety is linear or branched, or 
substituted or unsubstituted heterocycloalkenyl-(Ci-C6)alkyl in which the alkyl moiety is 
linear or branched, 



♦ R represents : 

— a group of formula (V) : 



— S — R 1 



I (V) 

(Q) r 

wherein • r is an integer such that 0 < r < 2, 

• R 1 represents halogen, Ra, ORa, CORa or COORa, wherein Ra is as defined 
hereinbefore, 



it being understood that R cannot represent SO3H, 



NR f aR"a wherein R' a and R" a , which may be the same or different, may take any of the 

values of Ra and also may form, together with the nitrogen atom carrying them, a 5- to 10- 
membered cyclic group which may contain, in addition to the nitrogen atom, from one to 
three hetero atoms selected from oxygen, sulphur and nitrogen, 



— or, wh e n A r e pr e s e nts a ring syst e m of formula (IT) or (IP) or a biphonyl group, forms, 
tog e th e r with two adjac e nt carbon atoms of th e cyclic structur e A carrying it, 

a ring of formula (W)-r 




Serial No. 09/700,098 
Response and Amendment of June 2, 2004 
SERVIER 339 PCTUS 



(?)r 



R 



a 



wherein E represents S , S — C ; S-C"0 5J N — , 

O O 

whoroin r and Ra ar e as d e fin e d h e r e inb e for e , 
tho ring form e d containing from 5 to 7 atoms and it b e ing possibl e for th e said ring to contain 
from 1 to 3 h e t e ro atoms s e l e ct e d from nitrogen, sulphur and oxygon, and on e or mor e 
unsaturations, and b e ing optionally substitut e d by one or moro radicals, which may bo the 
some or different, solootod from Ra r-QR a, CORa, COOR ft r-0€GR fe7 -^R ! J^a r 44Ra€QR ! ft ^ 
CONR'e R^ a, oyano, oxo, SRa, S(0)Ra ^SQ^a^6SRar^Rft€SR^ fl , CSNR^ aT^^GQNR^a? 
NR aCSNR'a R^ a and halog e n, 

wh e r e in Ra r^ e and R" ft , which may b e th e sam e or diff e r e nt, may tak e any of th e valu e s of 
and R'a and R" a may also form, tog e th e r with th e nitrog e n atom carrying th e m, a cyclic group 
as defin e d h e r e inb e for e , 

♦ and R 1 represents a group of formula (VII) : 

— G — R 2 (VII) 

wherein • G represents an alkylene chain -(CH2V (wherein t is an integer such that 
0 < t < 4), optionally substituted by one or more radicals, which may be the same 
or different, selected from Ra, ORa, COORa, CORa (wherein Ra is as defined 
hereinbefore) and halogen, 



or 

a 



• and R 2 represents — N— C— R' a t — N— ^— NR f a R" a — C— NR' a R" 

^ Q Q 3 3 ' q 

— O— N— (|— R f a wherein Q, R a , R a and R" a (which may be the same or different) 
Q 

are as defined hereinbefore, it being possible for R' a and R" a to form, together with 
the nitrogen atom carrying them, a cyclic group as defined hereinbefore, 



it being understood that ; 
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- "heterocycloalkyl" is taken to mean any saturated mono- or poly-cyclic group containing 
from 5 to 10 atoms containing from 1 to 3 hetero atoms selected from nitrogen, oxygen 
and sulphur, 

- "heterocycloalkenyl" is taken to mean any non-aromatic mono- or poly-cyclic group 
containing one or more unsaturations, containing from 5 to 10 atoms and which may 
contain from 1 to 3 hetero atoms selected from nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur, 

- the term "substituted" used in respect of the expressions "alkyl", "alkenyl" and "alkynyl" 
indicates that such groups are substituted by one or more radicals, which may be the 
same or different, selected from hydroxy, linear or branched (Ci-C6)alkoxy, linear or 
branched (Ci-C6)alkyl, linear or branched (Ci-C 6 )polyhaloalkyl, amino and halogen, 

— the term "substituted" used in respect of the expressions "cycloalkyl", "cycloalkylalkyl", 
"cycloalkenyl", "cycloalkenylalkyl", "heterocycloalkyl", "heterocycloalkenyl", "hetero- 
cycloalkylalkyl" and "heterocycloalkenylalkyl" indicates that the cyclic moiety of such 
groups is substituted by one or more radicals, which may be the same or different, 
selected from hydroxy, linear or branched (C i -Ce)alkoxy, linear or branched 
(Ci-C6)alkyl, linear or branched (Ci-C6)polyhaloalkyl, amino and halogen, 

— "aryl" is taken to mean any aromatic, mono- or poly-cyclic group containing from 6 to 
22 carbon atoms, and also the biphenyl group, 

— "heteroaryl" is taken to mean any aromatic mono- or poly-cyclic group containing from 
5 to 10 atoms containing from 1 to 3 hetero atoms selected from nitrogen, oxygen and 
sulphur, 

it being possible for the "aryl" and "heteroaryl" groups to be substituted by one or more 
radicals, which may be the same or different, selected from hydroxy, linear or branched 
(Ci-C6)alkoxy, linear or branched (Ci-Ce)alkyl, linear or branched (Ci-C6)polyhaloalkyl, 
cyano, nitro, amino and halogen, 
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it being understood that : 



— wh e n A repres e nto a ring syst e m of formula (Ha) : 

whoroin X, Y, Z and th e symbol ^» aro as d e fin e d h e r e inb e for e , B a r e pr e s e nts a b e nz e n e 
nuclous and R r e presents a group of formula (V), then R 1 cannot represent G R a wher e in 
G roprosonts a singlo bond (t~ 0) and R 2 r e pres e nts CONR'a R^ a wh e r e in RV and-j^Vare 
as defin e d h e r e inb e for e , 

— when A represents a naphthalene nucleus and R represents a group of formula (V), then 
R 1 cannot represent G-R 2 wherein G represents a single bond (t=0) and R 2 represents 
-NHCORb wherein Rb represents a group (Ci-C4)alkyl or phenol optionally substituted, 

— when A represents 1-naphthol and R represents a group of formula (V), then R 1 cannot 
represent G-R 2 wherein G represents a single bond (t=0) and R 2 represents -CONHRc 
wherein Rc represents optionally substituted phenyl, 

— when A represents a tetrahydronaphthalene nucleus and R represents a group of 
formula (V), then R' cannot represent G-R 2 wherein G represents a single bond (t=0) 
and R 2 represents -NRaCOR<i wherein R<i represents (C3-C8)cycloalkyl, 

— wh e n A repr e s e nts an indol e nucl e us substitut e d in th e 2 position by optionally 
substituted ph e nyl, th e n R a cannot r e pr e s e nt NHCORe wh e r e in Re i s a group containing 
an aromatic or non aromatic mono or bi cyolio h e t e rooyol e , 

— th e compound of formula (I) cannot repr e s e nt : 

* N (2 [4 m e thylthio] - 7/f 3 indolyl] e thyl)formamid e 

* 2 (aoetylamino) 3 (7 [(2 hydroxy e thyl)thio] 1H 3 indolyljpropanamid e 

* 2 (ac e tylamino) 3 (2,7 di[(2 hydroxy e thyl)thio] 1H3 indolyljpropanamid e , 
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its enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addition salts thereof with a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable acid or base. 



2. (canceled) 

3, (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HP) : 



wherein B\ X 1 , V and the symbol ^™ are as defined in claim 1 . 

4. (canceled) 

5. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HI 1 ) substituted in the 7-position by R as defined in claim 1 and in the 1- or 2- 
position by R f as defined in claim 1 . 

6. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 , wherein R represents a group of formula (V). 

7. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein R represents a group of 
formula (VI). 

8. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein R represents NR'aR'a wherein R* a 
and R" a are as defined in claim 1 . 

9. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 , wherein R represents a group of formula (V) 
wherein r is 0 and R 1 represents Ra as defined in claim 1 . 




4 
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10. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein R represents NR'aR'a wherein R ! a 
and R !t a are as defined in claim 1 . 

11. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 , wherein R represents a group of 

formula (VI) wherein E represents S or N wherein r and R a are as defined 

(0) r Ra 

in claim 1 . 

12. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein R ! represents G-R 2 wherein G 
represents an unsubstituted or substituted alkylene chain -(CH2)t-» wherein t is 2 or 3, and 

R a R a 

R^represents — N-C-R'., — N-C-NR'.R". C r C-NR' a R" a wherein R,, R' a , 

Q Q Q 

R" a and Q are as defined in claim 1 . 

13. (currently amended) A compound of claim 1, wherein R* represents G-R 2 wherein G 
represents an alkylene chain -(CH 2 ) t -» wherein t is 2 or 3, and R 2 represents _ -NHCOR' a or 
-CONHRa wherein R' a is as defined in claim 1 . 

14. (canceled) 

15. (canceled) 

16. (canceled) 

17. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (UT) and R represents a group of formula (V). 

18. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (in 1 ) and R represents -NR' a R" a . 
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19. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HT) and R represents a group of formula (VI). 

20. (canceled) 

21. (canceled) 

22. (canceled) 

23. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HT) substituted in the 7-position by a group of formula (V) and in the 1- or 2- 
position by a group of formula (VII). 

24. (currently amended) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HT) substituted in the 7-position by _ -NR , a R" a and in the 1- or 2-position by a 
group of formula (VH). 

25. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HT) substituted in the 7-8-position by a group of formula (VT) and in the 1- or 2- 
position by a group of formula (VII). 

26. (canceled) 

27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (canceled) 
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30. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HP), which is substituted in the 7-position by a group of formula S - R a 

(O)r 

wherein r and R* are as defined in claim 1 

and substituted in the 1- or 2-position by a group of formula (VII) wherein G represents an 
unsubstituted or substituted chain -(CH^r, wherein t is 2 or 3, and R 2 represents 

— N-C-R ! a j N-C-NR' a R" B or -C-NR',R» B wherein Q, R,, R' a and R" a 

Q Q Q 

are as defined in claim 1 . 

31. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HT), which is substituted in the 7-position by a group of formula -NR f a R" a wherein 
R f a and R" a are as defined in claim 1 

and substituted in the 1- or 2-position by a group of formula (VH) wherein G represents an 
unsubstituted or substituted chain -(CH 2 )t-, wherein t is 2 or 3, and R 2 represents 

Ra ?> 

-N-C-R' a , — N-C-NR^R", or -C-NR' a R" a wherein Q, R,, R' a and R" a 

Q Q Q 

are as defined in claim 1 . 



32. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (HT), which is substituted in the 7-8-position by a group of formula (VH) wherein 
E represents S wherein r is as defined in claim 1 

and substituted in the 1- or 2-position by a group of formula (VII) wherein G represents an 
unsubstituted or substituted chain -(ClfeV, wherein t is 2 or 3, and R 2 represents 

-N-C-R' a , -N-C-NR' a R" a 0 r -C-NR' a R" a wherein Q, R,, R' a and R" a 
Q Q Q 

are as defined in claim 1 . 
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33. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents a ring system of 
formula (UT) substituted in the 7-8-position by a group of formula (VI) wherein E 
represents y wherein is as defined in claim 1, 

and which is substituted in the 1- or 2-position by a group of formula (VII) wherein G represents 
an unsubstituted or substituted chain -{CH2)r 5 wherein t is 2 or 3, and R 2 represents 

K ^ 

-N-C-R' , — N-C-NR' a R" a or ~C-NR' a R" a wherein Q, R^ R f a and R" a 
ll a M II 
Q Q Q 

are as defined in claim 1 . 

34. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents naphthalene, dihydro- 
or tetrahydro-naphthalene, which is optionally substituted (in addition to the substituents R 
and R f ), preferably in the 3 -position. 

35. (canceled) 

36. (canceled) 

37. (canceled) 

38. (canceled) 

39. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents naphthalene, 
dihydro- or tetrahydro-naphthalene, which is optionally substituted (in addition to the 
substituents R and R') in the 3 -position, substituted in the 7-position by 

S - R a wherein r and R a are as defined in claim 1, and substituted in the 1 -position by 
(0) r 

-(CHaVNHCOR'a or -(CH 2 ) r CONHR , a , wherein t is 2 or 3 and R' a is as defined in claim 1 . 
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40. (canceled) 



41. (canceled) 

42. (canceled) 

5 

43. (canceled) 

44. (canceled) 
10 45. (canceled) 

46. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents naphthalene, 
dihydro- or tetrahydro-naphthalene, which is optionally substituted (in addition to the 
substituents R and R f ) in the 3-position, substituted in the 7-position by -NR' a R" a wherein 

15 R ! a and R" a are as defined in claim 1, and substituted in the 1 -position by 

-(CH 2 )rNHCOR a or -(CH 2 ) r CONHR , a , wherein t is 2 or 3 and R' a is as defined in claim 1 . 

47. (canceled) 

48. (canceled) 

49. (canceled) 
20 50. (canceled) 

51. (canceled) 

52. (canceled) 
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53. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1, wherein A represents naphthalene, which is 
optionally substituted (in addition to the substituents R and R') in the 3 -position, substituted 
in the 7-position by -SAlk wherein Alk represents substituted or unsubstituted linear or 
branched (C r C 6 )alkyl, and substituted in the 1 -position by -(CH 2 ) t -NHCOR , a5 -(CH 2 ) r 
CONHR'a or -(CH 2 )rNH-CO-NR , a R ,, a, wherein t is 2 or 3 and R' a and R" a are as defined in 
claim 1 . 

54. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylthio)-l-naphthyl]- 
ethyl } acetamide. 

55. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylthio)-l-naphthyl]- 
ethyl}butanamide. 

56. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-methylthio)-l-naphthyl]- 
ethyl } - 1 -cyclopropanecarboxamide. 

57. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylthio)-l-naphthyl]- 
ethyl} -2,2,2-trifluoroacetamide. 

58. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-methyl-N'-{2-[7-(methylthio)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl} urea. 

59. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[3-benzoyl-7-(methylthio)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide. 

60. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[3-benzyl-7-(methylthio)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide. 

61. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(ethylthio)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide. 
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62. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(propylthio)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide. 

63. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylsulphinyl)-l- 
naphthyljethyl} acetamide. 

64. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylsulphonyl)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide. 

65. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylthio)-l, 2,3,4- 
tetrahydro- 1 -naphthyljethyl} acetamide. 

66. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylsulphinyl)- 1,2,3,4- 
tetrahydro- 1 -naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide. 

67. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(methylsulphonyl)-l,2,3,4,- 
tetrahydro-l-naphthyl]ethyl}acetamide. 

68. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(benzylthio)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl}acetamide. 

69. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(benzylsulphinyl)-l- 
naphthyl]ethyl}acetamide. 

70. (previously presented) A compound of claim 1 that is N-{2-[7-(benzylsulphonyl)-l- 
naphthyljethyl} acetamide. 

71. (currently amended) A compound of claim 1 selected from: 

* N-[2-(7-mercapto- 1 -naphthyl)ethyl]benzamide_and 

* N-[2-(3-benzyl-7-mercapto-l-naphthyl)ethyl]-l-cyclohexanecarboxamide 

* N [2 (5 m e roaptobonzo[b]furan 3 yl)othyl]acotomido, and 
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* N [2 (2 b e nzyl 5 m e rcaptob e nzo[b]furan 3 yl)othyl] 1 oyolopropan e oorboxamido. 



72. (currently amended) A compound of claim 1 selected from: 

* N- {2-[7-(allylthio)- 1 -naphthyl]ethyl } -2-phenylacetamide 4 

* N- {2-[7-(benzylthio)-l -naphthyl]ethyl}heptanamide A 

5 * N-methyl-2-[7-(cyclopentylthio)-l-naphthyl]acetamide i 

* N-cyclohexyl-4-[7-(phenylthio)- 1 -naphthyl]butanamide A 

* N- {2-[7-(allylthio)-3-phenyl- 1 -naphthyljethyl} acetamide a 

* N-{2-[7-(benzylthio)-3-phenyl-l-naphthyl]ethyl}acetamide 1 and 

* N- {3-[7-( 1 -propenylthio)- 1 ,2,3,4-tetrahydro- 1 -naphthyl]propyl} acetamide. 

10 73. (canceled) 

74. (canceled) 

75. (canceled) 

76. (canceled) 

77. (canceled) 

15 78. (currently amended) A compound of claim 1 selected from: 

* N- {2-[7-amino-3-(cyclopropylmethyl)- 1 -naphthyl]ethyl} acetamide* 

* N- {2-[7-(diethylamino)-l -naphthyl]ethyl} -2-phenvlacetamide . and 

* N-{2-[7-(hexylamino)-l,2,3,4-tetrahydro-l-naphthyl]ethyl}acetamide i ^ 

* N [(6 morpholino 2 ph e nyl 2H 3 chrom e nyl)m e thyl]ao e tamid e , 

20 79. (canceled) 
80. (canceled) 
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81. (currently amended) A compound of formula (XXa) according to claim 74, a particular cas e 
of th e compounds of formula (XX) : 

Hal — A A — R ! A (XXJ 

wherein : 

♦ Hal represents halogen (fluorine, chlorine, bromine, iodine), 

♦ Aa represents : 

a ring syst e m of formula (a) : 

wh e r e in Xa r e pr e s e nts sulphur or C(H)q (wh e r e in q is 0, 1 or 2) or NRq (wh e r e in Rq is as 
d e fin e d h e r e inb e for e ), and th e symbol .... is as d e fin e d h e r e inb e for e . 

wh e r e in th e halog e n atom substitut e s th e b e nz e n e nucl e us and R ! a substitut e s th e 5 m e mb e r e d 

ffflgy 

— of a ring system of formula (b) : 




wherein Ya and Za, which may be the same or different, represent oxygen or sulphur or 
C(H) q (wherein q is 0, 1 or 2), and the symbol ™ is as defined hereinbefore, 

wherein the halogen atom substitutes the benzene nucleus and R ! a substitutes one or the 
other of the two rings, 
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which ring system[[s]] of formula (a) or (b) may be substituted (in addition to the halogen 
atom and the group R'a) by one or more groups selected from Ra, CORa, COORa, OCORa 
wherein Ra is as defined hereinbefore, 

♦ and R'a represents G-R 2 A wherein G is as defined hereinbefore and R 2 A represents 

r r 

— N-C-R 1 or — N-C - NR' R" wherein R a , R' R" and Q are as defined hereinbefore, 
II a II a a 

Q Q 

as synthesis intermediates but also as compounds for use in the treatment of disorders associated 
with the melatoninergic system. 

82. (currently amended) A method for treating a living animal body afflicted with disorders of 
the melatoninergic system comprising the step of administering to the living animal body an 
amount of a compound of claim 1 which is effective for the alleviation fa* of said disorder. 

83. (previously presented) A pharmaceutical composition useful for treating melatoninergic 
disorders comprising, as active principle an effective amount of a compound as claimed in 
claim 1, together with one or more pharmaceutically-acceptable excipients or vehicles. 
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